In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep.
On a cold winter's night that was so deep; Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel! 2. They looked up and saw a star, Shining in the east, beyond them far; And to the earth it gave great light And so it continued both day and night. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel! 3. And by the light of that same star Three wise man came from country far.
To seek for a king was their intent, And to follow the star wherever it went.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel! Vespers is the sunset evening prayer service in a number of Christian liturgical traditions. The word comes from the Latin vesper, meaning "evening." Based on an order of service devised in 1880 by Edward White Benson (later an Archbishop of Canterbury), the service of nine lessons and carols was adapted and refined by Eric Milner-White dean at King's College, Cambridge as a Christmas choral festival in 1918. Numerous schools and colleges around the world have adapted the service for use in their communities. Ninth Reading: Maya Angelou, born Marguerite Annie Johnson; (April 4, 1928 -May 28, 2014 was an American poet, memoirist, and civil rights activist. She published seven autobiographies, three books of essays, and several books of poetry, and was credited with a list of plays, movies, and television shows spanning over 50 years. "On the Pulse of Morning" was read at the first inauguration of President Bill Clinton on January 20, 1993. Amazing Peace: A Christmas Poem, was written for the 2005 White House tree-lighting ceremony.
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NOTES
A FREE-WILL OFFERING will be accepted by the ushers as you leave John M. Greene Hall. All donations will be given to the Friends of Hampshire County Homeless Individuals Interfaith Winter Shelter program. The Interfaith Winter Shelter once more opened on November 1 and every night provides food and shelter to many homeless people during the winter months. The shelter is located at 43 Center Street (with an annex in Easthampton) and was founded in 1994 as a cooperative effort among the City of Northampton, ServiceNet, and the Friends of the Homeless. Each night teams of volunteers from Northampton and surrounding towns bring a cooked meal to the shelter and offer residents not only good food but friendship and support.
The Friends of Hampshire County Homeless Individuals is a non-profit organization formed to provide financial and volunteer support for the shelter. Each year the organization must raise $30,000 locally to cover the shelter's operating expenses (utilities, insurance, supplies, etc.), as well as other programs that help the homeless in their daily struggle. You will find a table in the foyer with more information about the Interfaith Winter Shelter program.
